0 Frol nié 


— 
a 
= 

=) 

oS 
— 
= 
= 
oS 

a 
— 

° 
= 
© 

| 


Ge 
% ae Recycled Paper 


Action Taken on 
Gun Control, 
Wildlife Refuge 


Congress has taken action on 
two issues—gun control and oil 
drilling in Alaska’s wilderness. 
(See Main News, Issues 3 and 4, 
Weekly Reader Senior Edition.) 

Congress rejected a bill banning 
some semiautomatic weapons. (See 
Issue 3, dated Sept. 20, 1991.) The 
House of Representatives and the 
Senate agreed on a bill that would 
require a five-day waiting period 
before a person may buy a hand- 
gun. Called the Brady Bill, this bill 
was part of a larger crime bill. But 
President George Bush said he 
would veto this crime bill, so Con- 
gress dropped it. 

The Senate rejected an energy 
bill that would have allowed drill- 
ing for oil in the Arctic National 
Wildlife Refuge. (See Issue 4, dated 
Sept. 27, 1991.) Environmentalists 
and some Native Americans who 
want to preserve the wilderness 
were opposed to the drilling. 


First Canine Bloodmobile te year, about 400 injured dogs treated at an 


H " I d De animal hospital in Pennsylvania were saved because 
_._ they received blood from other dogs. Without the do- 
e ps In} ure as ~~~ nated blood, most of the dogs would have died, a 
hospital official says. Now, to save more dogs’ lives, 
the hospital has launched the nation’s firet ‘ecg 
| bloodmobile. 
The bloodmobile van is run 1 by the animal i pital 
at the University of Pennsylvania in Philadelphia. 
The bloodmobile will visit kennels and animal clinics 
so dogs can give blood. 
_ The donated blood is used only for dogs that have 
been hurt and need transfusions, not for experiments. _ 
A transfusion is the process of giving blood to a person 
or an animal through a vein. Many seriously injured 
dogs need transfusions. 
Most people have one of four major blood types. A 
person can receive blood only from other people with 
the same blood type. But any dog can receive blood 
from any other dog. 
For years dogs have been donating blood at veter- 
‘inary clinics. But this is the first time a bloodmobile 
has traveled around collecting blood from canines. 
Dog donors must be a year old, weigh at least 50 
pounds, be up-to-date on vaccinations, and not be 
taking medicine except to prevent heartworm. A dog 
can safely give 1 pint of blood every six weeks. 


—AP/MWide World 


Barry, a three-year-old police dog, gives blood at the 
first canine bloodmobile in the nation. Barry’ S partner, 
police officer Dan Buckley, watches. | 


Science News 


A scientist prepares to work on a polar bear that has been knocked out by drug-filled darts. 


A helicopter swoops low over a 
huge white bear running along the 
polar pack ice. A hunter opens a 
window of the chopper and fires a 
rifle at the bear. The polar bear 
staggers and falls. 

The helicopter lands. Several 
hunters climb out and cautiously 
approach their target. When the 
bear moves, they fire their rifles five 
more times into its hide. Only then 
do they dare go near the polar bear. 


This polar bear is not dead. It’s 
not even harmed. It has been shot 
with dart guns by U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service biologists. These 
scientists hunt polar bears so they 
can study the bears and find ways 
to save them. 

The darts scientists use are filled 
with a drug that knocks a bear out 
for a short time. While the bear is 
knocked out, scientists pull out one 
of the bear’s back teeth so they can 
determine the bear’s age. They also 
take blood samples and attach an 
identification tag to the bear’s ear. 


Then they put a radio-transmitting 


collar around the bear’s neck. The 
collar sends signals to a satellite. 
Scientists at research stations 
monitor the signals to keep track 
of the bear’s travels. 

By tracking the bears’ migration 
patterns, scientists say, they can 
find out how the bears’ lives would 
be affected if oil and gas drilling 
were allowed at certain places in 


Scientists Hunt Polar Bears To Save Them 


the Arctic. Such development could 
pose a danger to polar bears, say 
some wildlife scientists. 

In recent years, the polar-bear 
population in the Alaskan Arctic 
region has been growing because of 
Government protection. By law, 
the only people who can hunt polar 
bears are Native Americans who 
depend on the bears for food and 
clothing. 


—Ted Gup/Time magazine 
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Main News 


What comes to mind when you think of Antarctica? 
Icebergs? Snow? Penguins? Seals? Whales? 

All of these things are found in Antarctica. But did 
you know that gold, platinum, iron, coal, and even 
diamonds may lie beneath the ice of the coldest con- 
tinent on Earth? Large amounts of oil and natural 


gas may also be hidden under Antarctica and the 


waters that surround it. (See map on page 8.) 

Many nations are interested in these rich re- 
sources. But recently, more than 30 nations with 
claims on Antarctica’s riches signed a treaty that 
bans oil exploration and mining in and around 
Antarctica for 50 years. 

A similar treaty was signed 30 years ago, but it 
expired last June. Some countries, including the 
United States, didn’t want to sign a new treaty. They 
wanted a chance to explore Antarctica for its rich 
resources. | 

Before the old treaty expired, Greenpeace and other 
environmental groups stepped up a campaign to pre- 
serve Antarctica as a world park. Their campaign 
was a success. Soon the the nations that had signed 
the old Antarctic treaty were ready to sign a new 
treaty. At the signing ceremony, a British official 
expressed the feelings of many people about the new 


treaty: “The protection of the world’s last great wil- 


derness open space is a cause for celebration.” 


What About Tourism? 

The nations attending the Antarctic treaty meeting 
also set up a group to work on rules to protect Ant- 
arctica from tourists. Between 5,000 and 10,000 tour- 
ists visit Antarctica each year. Many of these tourists 
are Americans. 

The United States and several other nations don’t 
want international rules for tourism in Antarctica. 
But other nations do want such rules. France, for 
example, favors a ban on hotels in Antarctica and 
wants tour companies. to carry enough insurance to 
pay for a cleanup if a ship should have an accident. 

One hotel already operates in Antarctica. It is lo- 
cated on King George’s Island, off the tip of the Ant- 
arctic Peninsula. But most tourists take cruises 
during a three-month period when ships are less 
likely to be trapped in Antarctic ice. The tour ships 
travel along the Antarctic coast, where tourists can 
observe penguins, seals, whales, and seabirds. 

A group of Antarctic tour operators says its mem- 
bers already operate by strict rules to protect animals 
and the environment. According to this group, tour- 


Antarctic waters are rich feeding grounds for whales. 


ists must stay at least 20 feet from animals; avoid 
vetting between a marine animal, such as a seal or 
penguin, and its path to water; bring all litter back 
to the ship; and not smoke on shore. 


Cleaning Up Science Bases 

_ Under the new Antarctic treaty, scientific research 
will be allowed, but science bases will have to operate 
under strict rules to protect the environment. 

A five-year program to clean up waste is underway 
at McMurdo Station, the largest U.S. science base. 
Home to 1,100 scientists and workers, McMurdo has 
a large dump, complete with seagull-like birds called 
preat skuas flying over it. At the McMurdo dump, 
gas bottles, dead dogs, and barrels of fuel and human 
waste lie frozen where they were left decades ago. 

If there’s already such pollution and danger of 
more, why allow scientific research in Antarctica? 
Treaty nations agree that scientific research is so 
important that it should be continued but that science 


A Weddell seal lounges on the Antarctic shore. 
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bases should follow stricter rules to protect the en- 
vironment. Scientists in Antarctica are currently © 


studying the following: 


-@ the breakdown of Earth’s ozone layer, which pro- 
tects Earth from the sun’s harmful rays. Each year, 
a hole in the ozone layer opens up over Antarctica. © 
Scientists have found that the sun’s harmful rays can 
penetrate 6-foot-thick ice and slow the growth of 
small plants and animals living inside. 

@ sponges that live in cold Antarctic waters. These 
sponges may hold clues to making new drugs that — 
will fight cancer, AIDS, and other deadly diseases. 

®@ weather patterns and ocean life in Antarctica. 


How can rules to protect Antarctica be enforced? 


—© Gerry Ellis/The Wildlife Collection = 


Weekly Reader! , National Survey Fes 


We would like to know what young people think about citizenship and govern- 
ment. Please help by answering the following questions. Read the directions care- 
fully before you mark an answer. This is not a test, so what you answer is neither 
right nor wrong. Please don’t put your name on your paper or talk about your 
answers while you fill out the survey. If you don’t understand something, raise 
your hand and ask your teacher for help. Thank you for letting us know what you 


think about citizenship and government. 


1. Circle one. boy girl 


How much do you agree with statements 2 to 11? 
(Check one box only for each.) 


2. No other country in the 
world is as good as the 
United States. 


3. People in the government 
can always be trusted to 
do what is right. 


4. People in the government 
- are more honest than 
most other people. 


5. People in the government 
really care about what 
the citizens think. 


6. Certain groups of people 
can get the government 
to do whatever they want. 


7. Citizens should be al- 
lowed to say what they 
think, even if they dis- 
agree with the 

- government. 


8. Citizens should always 
obey a law, even if they 
think it is unfair. 


10. All the Presidents so far 
have been men. It would 
be OK for a President to 
be a woman. 


11. All the Presidents so far 
‘have been white. It wouid 
be OK for a President to 
_ be nonwhite. 


How much are the statements below true for you? 


(Check one box only for each.) 
not 
a lot a little | at all 


12. | would like to be Presi- 
dent someday. 

13. 1 think | could be Presi- 

+ — dent someday. 


Questions 14 to 19 present several important problems. 
Whose job should it be to do the most about each of these 
problems? (Check one box only for each.) 


govern- | other all 
ment | groups | citizens 
14. To provide work for all 
_ who want to work 


15. To fight crime eg 
16. To provide shelter 

forthe homeless | 
17. To protect the rights 

of all citizens 


18. To. provide a good 
_ education for all 
19. To fight pollution 


- In questions 20 to 25, tell us how good a job you think the 


government is doing on each of these problems. (Check one 
box only for each.) ; 


very 
good | good 
job job 
20. Providing work for all who 
want to work 


22. Providing shelter for the’ 
homeless 


21. Fighting crime 


23. Protecting the rights of all 
— citizens 


24. Providing a good 
~ education for all 


25. Fighting pollution oe 


Finish the following sentence. (Circle the one best ending.) 
26. It’s important for people to vote because 
_ A. everyone who has the right to vote should use it. 
_B. voting is one way for people to have some say in 
what the government does. 
C. voting is one way to elect the best people to office. 


27. If you could vote, which would you be? (Circle the one 
_ best answer.) 
_A.a member of the Democratic party 
_B. a member of the Republican party 
_C. a member of another political party 
D. not a member of any political party 


Author Cynthia Voigt Talks 
About Books and Writing 


—Walter Voigt 


| Cynthia Voigt has 
written many popular books for 
kids, including several novels 
about the Tillerman family. The 
four Tillerman kids struggle to 
make a new life after their mother 
abandons them. 

Since Voigt is a writer, it's not 
surprising that she read a lot as a 
kid. ‘| loved the Nancy Drew 
books,” she said, laughing. ‘I just 
loved the idea of a girl having ad- 
ventures and solving mysteries. 

“| also loved The Black Stallion 
and The Secret Garden,” she 
added. ‘The Black Stallion is just 
such a good story. And The Se- 
cret Garden was special to me. | 
liked the idea of the children help- 
ing each other.” 

Where does Voigt get ideas for 
her own books? “Something starts 
inside my head, and | ask myself 
‘What would happen if...?'” she 
explained. 

‘| remember how | got the idea 
for Homecoming. | was in the su- 
permarket parking lot, and | saw a 
car with several kids in it. | began 
to wonder what would happen if 
nobody came back for them.” 


ee 4 WheyA nine iceberg peaks ty 
; Ys hundreds or thousands” Oe : 
smaller icebergs, scientists call | 
a of the new icebergs von | 
a z, Peray bits.” | 


e 0. s. and Soviet ‘Giehists will 
“spend five months in 1992 on=- 
thé first iceberg research sta # 

“tion in Antarctica. Their camp~ 

will have 24 huts on huge sleds. 

~~ that can be moved by. tractors” Mt 

“y the iceberg starts, to crack.” o 
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Homecoming begins when the 
Tillerman children’s mother 
abandons them in the family car. 

“| starting building on the feel- 
ing kids sometimes have that 
they’d be OK without parents. 
And then | thought about what 
really might happen if some kids 
were left on their own,” she said. 

“An idea for a story is some- 
thing that hooks onto my mind 
like a burr. If | can’t shake. the 
idea off, then | start writing.” 
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| recommend the book 


You will like this book because 


State ZIP 


Use the map on this page and the map on page 5 
for this exercise. Underline the word or words that 
best complete each statement. 


1. Most coal in Antarctica is lo- 
cated in (Queen Maud Land, 
Marie Byrd Land, the Transant- 
arctic Mountains). 

2. Most of Antarctica is inside the 
(Arctic Circle, Antarctic Circle). 

3. A traveler going from the South 
Pole to the Ross Ice Shelf would 
travel (north, south, east). 

4. Most known mineral deposits in | 
Antarctica are found (near its 
coastline, offshore, inland). 

5. The two nations with the larg- 
est total amount of land claimed 
in Antarctica are (France and 
Argentina, Australia and Nor- 

way, Chile and Norway). 


ABOUT THE MAP 


Which continent is closest to © 
Antarctica? (You might need to 
look at a world map.) 


Mark each statement T if it is true or F if it is false. . 

1. More than 30 nations have signed a treaty 
that bans oil exploration and mining in 
Antarctica for 50 years. 

___ 2, The treaty signed recently to protect Ant- 

arctica is the first of its kind in world 
history. 


____._ 8. The Antarctic treaty will stop tourists — 


from making trips to Antarctica. 
___._ 4, There are no hotels in Antarctica. 
__._*&.. Science stations will be allowed in Antarc- 
tica because they create no environmental 
problems. 


—___ 6. Scientists in Antarctica-are studying 


sponges because these undersea animals 
could hold clues to treatment of diseases 
such as cancer and AIDS. 

a. ad. Some polar bears live in Antarctica. 

____ 8. A polar bear’s hair isn’t actually white. 

____ 9. The USS. polar-bear population is in dan- 
ger because of overhunting. 

___—_ 10. Congress rejected a bill that would have 
banned some types of semiautomatic 
weapons. 


Resources of Antarctica 


WEDDELL 
SEA 


Ellsworth 


Land 


News Vocabulary 


Underline the word or words that best complete each 


analogy, or comparison. Before choosing an answer, you 
should first decide how the first pair of words Is related. 
For example, in number 1, strict is a word that describes 


rules. The second pair begins with thick, another 


descriptive word. The best choice to complete the pair is 
smoke, a word that thick could describe. 


Keep in mind that word pairs in different sentences will 


not all be related in the same way. Test your answers by 


checking to be sure that the words in the second pair 


_relate to each other in the same way as do the words in 
the first pair. 


1. Strict is to rules as thick is to (thin, smoke, wide). 
ae: Canary i is to songbird as eeu skua is to (seabird, 


songbird, penguin). 

3. Polar bear is to prey as people are to (church, pets, 
groceries). , 

4, Eating is to food as transfusion is to (blood, trans- 
fer, the body). 

5. Increase is to step up as monitor is to (computer, 
keep an eye on, a kind of lizard). 

6. Swipe is to whack as paw is to (hit, foot, leg). 

7. Raincoat is to rain as ozone layer is to (the sun’s 
harmful rays, Earth’s atmosphere, clouds). 


—Bob Italiano 


